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In the 1980s, the Charter
organised demonstrations
in Prague

One of the main signatories
of the Charter, Václav Havel
became the leader of the
Velvet Revolution

Práve sa vraciam z Hradu od pána prezidenta. Dnes ráno som
mu podal návrh na prijatie demisie ministrov, ktorí odstúpili 20.
februára t. r., a súčasne som pánovi prezidentovi navrhol zoznam osôb, ktorými má byť vláda doplnená a rekonštruovaná.
Môžem vám oznámiť, že pán prezident všetky moje návrhy,
tak ako boli podané, prijal. Súdružky a súdruhovia, dekréty
prepúšťacie, ako aj menovacie sú pánom prezidentom podpísané a za chvíľu budú mnou kontrasignované.
Prejav predsedu vlády a KSČ Klementa Gottwalda, 25. 2. 2016
Opatrenia akčných výborov alebo opatrenia, urobené na
ich návrh alebo na miesto nich, ku ktorým došlo v čase od
20. februára 1948 do dňa začiatku účinnosti tohto zákona a
ktoré smerovali k ochrane alebo k zabezpečeniu ľudovodemokratického zriadenia alebo k očiste verejného života,
sú podľa práva, a to i v tých prípadoch, kde by inak neboli v
súlade s príslušnými predpismi.
Zákon č. 213/1948 Zb.
Februárové udalosti roku 1948 v Česko-Slovensku
boli logickým
The so called Anti-Charter
wasvedenia
signed by
vyústením politiky KSČ-KSS, ktorých
sathousands
systematicky,
prominent
artistsna prevzaešte počas druhej svetovej vojny of
začali
pripravovať
tie moci v štáte.
Róbert Letz, historik

composition of the signatories did not reflect the Slovak
conditions. However, the success of the Charter cannot
be measured only by the number of signatories because
its real influence spread far beyond that circle, and at
the same time it meant a moral boost for the regime
opponents in other communist countries as well as in
Czechoslovakia.

CHARTER 77 IN NUMBERS

- There were 241 original signatories;
- The total number of signatories in 1977-1989 rose
to 1,883, out of which about 50 were Slovaks;
- More than 7,000 prominent Czech and Slovak artists
signed the so call Anti-Charter, a document calling
For New Creative Deeds in the Name of Socialism and
Peace, condemning the signatories of the Charter;
- It published 598 documents in total, mostly pointing
out the abuse of human rights and religious freedom
in communist Czechoslovakia;
- A group of three spokespersons were at the head
of the Charter, they were changed every year.

make them doubt, to make them see that we will not
forget their injustice and discrimination, that we will not
close the door on it all.”
Jan Patočka, philosopher, one of the first signatories
of Charter 77, talking about the founding of Charter 77

CHARTER 77 arose from the background of the solidarity
and friendship of people who shared concern for the fate
of the ideals to which they have linked their life and work.
Excerpt from the Charter 77 text
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QUOTES

“No servility has so far led to improvement, only to
a worsening of the situation. The bigger the fear and
servility, the bolder the powerful were, are and will be.
There is no way to weaken their pressure other than to
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CHARTER 77 AND SLOVAKIA
During the normalisation period
(1969 – 1989), several groups
of resistance against the ruling
communist regime were formed
in Czechoslovakia. The most known
of them, especially in the democratic
West, was the human rights manifesto
Charter 77, a movement that drew
attention to the abuse of human
and civil rights by the communist
regime. The punishment
for involvement in that movement
was persecution of those who either
signed the document or cooperated
with the people who did.

Declaration
of Charter 77
was published
on 6 January 1977

Approval of the
Charter almost
certainly meant
persecution

Miroslav Kusý (third on the
left) visiting Hana Ponická

Slovak signator
of Charter 77 Ján Mlynárik

Dominik Tatarka

The occupation of Czechoslovakia on 21 August 1968
brought so called normalisation into the lives of the
Czech and Slovak societies,which in practice meant
the removal of the democratic changes brought by
“socialism with a human face” in 1968. The resistance
against the regime in the 1970s, called dissent during
the normalisation period, was forming slowly. It was
boosted by international events: in 1975, even the states
of the Soviet Bloc signed international treaty in Helsinki
which included a commitment to respect human rights
and religious freedom.

BIRTH OF CHARTER 77
The road that led to the establishment of the Charter
was paved by the already mentioned foreign political
factors but also by domestic political development. In
the mid 1970s, the communist regime was at its political
peak and the economic and political situation was
stable. That is why the publication of Charter 77 on 6
January 1977 by the western media felt like a time bomb
explosion. This was the birth of Charter 77. It became
a free alliance of citizens advocating adherence to
human and civil rights in Czechoslovakia. For the communist regime the adherence to these rights was not
automatic: the freedom of movement was limited by
the Iron Curtain at the borders with the West, there was

very strict censorship in the press, religion was oppressed
by aggressive atheistic propaganda, civil liberties were
being eliminated by public bullying and intimidation of
the regimes opponents... One of the significant factors
in the establishment of Charter 77 was the upcoming
political trial against the members of the Czech underground band The Plastic People of the Universe which
demonstrated the abuse of human rights by the regime.

REPRESSIONS AGAINST THE SIGNATORIES
To stand up to a seemingly all-powerful regime required
a lot of courage from the signatories of Charter 77, even
despite the fact that democratic states were trying to
help them and Radio Free Europe broadcast the activities
of the Charter. The popularity of Charter 77 in the West
went hand in hand with hatred of the regime that led a
systematic derisive campaign against its signatories. A so
called Anti-Charter became the symbol of this campaign,
which popular artists sang in droves, condemning the
signatories of the original Charter who were being fired
from their jobs and placed under the surveillance of the
State Security, the secret police of the regime. Some of
them were detained; many of them were forced to leave
Czechoslovakia during an operation of the State Security
called Sanitation. Even the children of the signatories
were investigated. Although the regime did not allow the

publication of Charter 77 and persecuted its signatories,
it did not manage to wipe it out completely.

ACTIVITIES OF THE CHARTER IN 1977 – 1989
The basis of the Charter 77 activities was the publishing
of manifestos in which it documented abuses of human
rights and religious freedom by the communist regime. Its
signatories were active in other anti-regime initiatives,
too. The most prominent signatories of Charter 77 were
the playwright Václav Havel and the philosopher Jan
Patočka; among the Slovaks, it was the author Dominik
Tatarka, historian Ján Mlynárik, political scientist Miroslav
Kusý or Hungarian minority activist Miklós Duray.
Compared to the Czech Republic and Moravia, the
Charter did not resonate with the public so much in
Slovakia, a fact reflected byalower number of its signatories, although representatives of the dissent and the
Hungarian minority cooperated with it very closely. There
are several reasons for this. It failed to draw the Christian
dissent (e.g. secret bishop JánKorec) or Alexander Dubčekinto its ranks. At the same time, the anti-campaign
and intimidation also had a huge influence on people.
The resistance against the communist regime in Slovakia
during the normalisation was dominated by other sources,
the secret church and environmental organisations. At
the same time, the agenda orientation and ideological

