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composition of the signatories did notf reflect the Slovak
conditions. However, the success of the Charter cannot
be measured only by the number of signatories because
its real influence spread far beyond that circle, and at
the same time it meant a moral boost for the regime
opponents in other communist countries as well as in
Czechoslovakia.

CHARTER 77 IN NUMBERS

- There were 241 original signatories;

- The total number of signatories in 1977-1989 rose
fo 1,883, out of which about 50 were Slovaks;

- More than 7,000 prominent Czech and Slovak artists
signed the so call Anfi-Charter, a document calling
For New Creative Deeds in the Name of Socialism and
Peace, condemning the signatories of the Charter;

- It published 5§98 documents in total, mostly pointing
out the abuse of human rights and religious freedom
in communist Czechoslovakia;

- A group of three spokespersons were at the head
of the Charter, they were changed every year.

QUOTES

“No servility has so far led to improvement, only to
a worsening of the situation. The bigger the fear and
servility, the bolder the powerful were, are and will be.
There is no way to weaken their pressure other than to

The so called Anti-Charter
was signed by thousands
of prominent artists

make them doubt, to make them see that we will not
forget their injustice and discrimination, that we will not
close the door on it all.”

Jan Patocka, philosopher, one of the first signatories
of Charter 77, talking about the founding of Charter 77

CHARTER 77 arose from the background of the solidarity
and friendship of people who shared concern for the fate
of the ideals to which they have linked their life and work.

Excerpt from the Charter 77 text

Sources of photographs: Czech News Agency, MLYNARIK J.:
Spomienky, Photoarchive of J&n Budaj, Photoarchive of Miroslav
Kusy, Memory of Nations, www.postbellum.sk, Archive of Igor Sivdk
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CHARTER 77 AND SLOVAKIA

During the normalisation period
(1969 - 1989), several groups

of resistance against the ruling
communist regime were formed

in Czechoslovakia. The most known
of them, especially in the democratic
West, was the human rights manifesto
Charter 77, a movement that drew
attention to the abuse of human
and civil rights by the communist
regime. The punishment

for involvement in that movement
was persecution of those who either
sighed the document or cooperated
with the people who did.



FrohldBent Declaration

of Charter 77
was published
on é January 1977
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Dna 13.10.1976 byly ve Sbires sékond USSR /E.120/ svefejning “Mesi~
nérodn! pakt ¢ oblanskich = politiekych prévech™ a "Mesinirodn{ pakt o
hospodéfskych, socidlnfch a kulturnich prévech®, rteré byly jmines nalf
republiky podepsdny v roce 1968, sivrzeny v Heleinkdch roiku 1975 & vetou-
pily u nds v platnost dnem 23,3.1976. Od t6 doby majf 1 nabi obfans pré=
vo & ndl stdt povinnoet se jiml *fdit.

Svobody & préva 114f, jel tyto pakty sarulujf, jeou cilelitfal ci=
viligsinfal hodnotmmi, k nimE v d¥jinéch emffovale Wsllf mnoha pokroko-
vjeh ell, & jejich uszdkon&n{ mAle Vysnamn¥ pomoci huménnimu vivoji nadf
spoletnosti.

Vitdas proto, Ye Jeskoslovenskd soclalisticed republika k tista
paktim piistoupila.

dejich svefejnin{ ndm ale séroved s nevou naldbavest! pPipomfnd,
kolik =dklsdnfch obfanskjch prdv plat! v nadf zeml satin - bohulel - jem
na papife.

Zeela {lusornf je napffklad préve na evobodu projevu, sarufovand
fldnkem 19 prenfho paktus

Desitkém tisfe ob¥and je zmemoEnino pracovst v jejich oboru jen prote,
ke zaotdvajf nérory oflilné od nézord oficidlnfch. Jsou pFitom Zasto ob=
Jektem nejrommanitsjd{ diskriminsce & Eikenovén{ se streny @Fsdl 1 spo-
leZenekjch organizacf} sbaveni Jakdkoll molnosti brénit ee, stévajf se
prakticky obélai spartheidu,

Statisfolm daldfch oblamd je L od /! 1

wrenihe paktu/, protofe jsou nuceni %ft v trvalfm nebezpeff, Ze projevi-
11 evé ndsory, ztrsti precovnf a jiné moZnosti.

¥ rozporu a flénkem 13 drunsho paktu, zajiffujfcim viem prévo na vedd-
1én{, je nesletnfm mledim 1idem brindne ve studla Jen pro Jejich ndsory
anebo dokence pro ndsery Jejich rodilffi, Despolet obfand musf Xit ve sira-
chu, Ze kdyby se projevili v e svjm pi Eenim, mohli by bjt
buldl pami anebo jejich d&tl sbaveni priva na vsddldnd.

Uplatnini préve "wybledivat, pfijfmat a rosfifovat informace & myBlen—
ky vBaho érubu, bes chledu ns hrenice, sl detnd, pfsesn¥ nebo tiskes” XL
“prostfednictvis mEn{" /bod 2. Ildnku 1) prenfho paktu/ je stfhdne ne—

The occupation of Czechoslovakia on 21 August 1968
brought so called normalisation into the lives of the
Czech and Slovak societies,which in practice meant
the removal of the democratic changes brought by
“socialism with a human face” in 1968. The resistance
against the regime in the 1970s, called dissent during
the normalisation period, was forming slowly. It was
boosted by international events: in 1975, even the states
of the Soviet Bloc signed international tfreaty in Helsinki
which included a commitment to respect human rights
and religious freedom.

BIRTH OF CHARTER 77

The road that led to the establishment of the Charter
was paved by the already mentioned foreign political
factors but also by domestic political development. In
the mid 1970s, the communist regime was aft its political
peak and the economic and political situation was
stable. That is why the publication of Charter 77 on 6
January 1977 by the western media felt like a time bomb
explosion. This was the birth of Charter 77. It became
a free alliance of citizens advocating adherence to
human and civil rights in Czechoslovakia. For the com-
munist regime the adherence to these rights was not
automatic: the freedom of movement was limited by
the Iron Curtain af the borders with the West, there was
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very strict censorship in the press, religion was oppressed
by aggressive atheistic propaganda, civil liberties were
being eliminated by public bullying and intimidation of
the regimes opponents... One of the significant factors
in the establishment of Charter 77 was the upcoming
political trial against the members of the Czech under-
ground band The Plastic People of the Universe which
demonstrated the abuse of humanrights by the regime.

REPRESSIONS AGAINST THE SIGNATORIES

To stand up to a seemingly all-powerful regime required
a lot of courage from the signatories of Charter 77, even
despite the fact that democratic states were frying to
help them and Radio Free Europe broadcast the activities
of the Charter. The popularity of Charter 77 in the West
went hand in hand with hatred of the regime that led a
systematic derisive campaign against its signatories. A so
called Anti-Charter became the symbol of this campaign,
which popular artists sang in droves, condemning the
signatories of the original Charter who were being fired
from their jobs and placed under the surveillance of the
State Security, the secret police of the regime. Some of
them were detained; many of them were forced to leave
Czechoslovakia during an operation of the State Security
called Sanitation. Even the children. of the signatories
were investigated. Although the regime did not allow the
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publication of Charter 77 and persecuted its signatories,
it did not manage to wipe it out completely.

ACTIVITIES OF THE CHARTER IN 1977 - 1989

The basis of the Charter 77 activities was the publishing
of manifestosin which it documented abuses of human
rights and religious freedom by the communist regime. Its
signatories were active in other anti-regime initiatives,
too. The most prominent signatories of Charter 77 were
the playwright Vdclav Havel and the philosopher Jan
Patocka; among the Slovaks, it was the author Dominik
Tatarka, historian Jan Mlyndrik, political scientist Miroslayv
Kusy or Hungarian minority activist Miklés Duray.

Compared to the Czech Republic and Moravia, the
Charter did not resonate with the public so much in
Slovakia, a fact reflected byalower number of its signa-
fories, although representatives of the dissent and the
Hungarian minority cooperated with it very closely. There
are severalreasons for this. It failed to draw the Christian
dissent (e.g. secret bishop JanKorec) or Alexander Dub-
Cekinto its ranks. At the same time, the anti-campaign
and infimidation also had a huge influence on people.
The resistance against the communist regime in Slovakia
during the normalisation was dominated by other sources,
the secret church and environmental organisations. At
the same time, the agenda orientation and ideological



