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Uvod

Novembrové udalosti roku 1989, zndme aj ako Nezna revoldcia, viedli
vo vtedajsom Ceskoslovensku k vyraznej zmene mocenskych pomerov.
Komunisticky rezim sa po 41 rokoch vlddnutia pod tlakom obyvatelstva
demonstrujiiccho na ndmestiach v mestach celej krajiny zrutil. Nezna
revoldcia priniesla zdsadnu pozitivou zmenu do Zivota vicsiny obyvatel-
stva a ukoncila na nasom Gzemi obdobie totality, ktora vystriedala par-
lamentna demokracia, typickd pre Staty zapadnej civilizacie. Po dlhych
rokoch umoznila obyvatelom vyuzivat vyhody skuto¢nych obdcianskych
slobdd a zbavila ich strachu z perzekucii $tatnej moci. V neposlednom
rade umoznila aj vznik samostatnej Slovenskej republiky v roku 1993 a jej
integraciu do zjednocujucej sa Eurdpy. Bola tak vyznamnym medznikom
v dejinach Slovenska.

Pri prilezitosti 20. vyrocia Neznej revolticie zorganizoval Ustav pa-
miti naroda viacero podujati, ktorymi si pripomenul tento vyznamny
prelom nasich dejin. Z odborného hladiska bola vrcholom vedecka kon-
ferencia, ktoru Ustav pamati naroda v spolupraci s HNClubom zorgani-
zoval v dnoch 11. - 12. novembra 2009 v historickej budove Néarodnej
rady Slovenskej republiky v Bratislave. Svoje prispevky na konferencii
prezentovalo $iroké spektrum vedeckych pracovnikov zo Slovenska i za-
hranicia, ktori sa zaoberaji vyskumom tohto prelomového obdobia.

Vystupom z konferencie je predkladany zbornik obsahujici 18 pri-
spevkov, ktoré odzneli pocas dvoch dni jej rokovani. Zbornik predstavuje
jednu z nemnohych slovenskych publikacii venujicich sa Neznej revolu-
cii. Okrem prispevkov slovenskych vyskumnikov v nom Ccitatel najde aj
prispevky zahrani¢nych autorov, ktoré prinasaju komparativnym spdso-
bom pohlad na udalosti odohravajuice sa vo vychodoeurdpskom regione,
kedze rok 1989 bol celoeurdpskym fenoménom a komunizmus bol zvrh-
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nuty vo viacerych krajinach. Stidie sa nevenuju iba problematike zme-
ny rezimu vo vtedajsom Ceskoslovensku, ale v $ir§om zabere aj otdzkam
a Gloham spravodajskych sluzieb komunistickych rezimov v roku 1989 ¢i
politickému a spoloc¢enskému vyvoju bezprostredne po Neznej revolicii.
Verime, ze svojou kvalitou pomdzu posundt troven poznania o NezZnej
revolcii a jej pozadina vy$siu uroven.

Zbornik obsahuje stadie v troch jazykoch. Prace zahrani¢nych autorov
st publikované v anglickom jazyku, pricom je dodrzany tizus, Ze v pripa-
de tychto $tadii je resumé v slovenskom jazyku a naopak, v stadiach pub-
likovanych v slovenskom jazyku je resumé v anglickom jazyku.

Na tomto mieste by som sa chcel podakovat Kancelarii Narodnej rady
Slovenskej republiky za poskytnutie reprezentativnych priestorov, v kto-
rych sa konferencia konala a za spolupracu pri tladi tohto zbornika a ko-
legom z Ustavu pamiti naroda za ich spoluprdcu a pomoc pri organizcii
konferencie, ¢im prispeli k jej Gspesnému priebehu.

Zostavovatel



Zahrani¢nopolitické
dimenzie Novembra 1989



The Power of Civil Society : Comparative
Analysis of the Role of Civil Society

in the Democratic Breakthroughs

in the Central and East European Countries

Artak GALYAN

Democratic regime changes which took place at the end of 1989 had a
complex of causes ranging from the change in geopolitical climate in the
world, corrosion of the incumbent regimes and consensus among elite on
the necessity of the regime change as well as a number of others. During
the previous 20 years which have passed after the regime change students
of democratic transitions and Central East European (in the following
only CEE) politics have wrote extensively on the different aspects of the
transition in Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary.

One of the main aspects discussed in transitions’ literature has been
the role of the civil society in the regime change, transition and demo-
cratic consolidation stages. The particular interest towards the role of
civil society is explained by the decisive role that civil society organiza-
tions played in all the stages of regime change that took place in the CEE
countries under consideration through organized opposition to the au-
thoritarian regime, recruitment of the new elite, mobilization of demo-
cratic forces and eventually the dismantlement of the autocratic regimes
through roundtable negotiations.

At the immediate aftermath of regime change, the bulk of the transi-
tions literature was devoted to the study of the individual country-cases



Artak Galyan [11]

and experiences of transition and the role of the civil society in them. At
a later stage transitologists started placing the individual cases of regime
change in the regional central-eastern European context. Yet a huge body
of literature was concentrated on analyzing regime changes in the CEE
countries within the context of Huntington’s ,,third wave of democratiza-
tion”. The major contributions to the study of democratic transitions have
been done within this specific frame of analysis.

This paper will revisit the study of the role of civil society in the Cen-
tral East Europe and though having as the immediate case studies only
three countries: Poland, Hungary and Czechoslovakia. The particular se-
lection of the cases is explained by their more or less similar process of
the regime change the so called “pacted” transition of elite bargaining.
However the three cases have some differences in the character of the
regime which preceded the actual regime transition, different history, de-
gree and intensity of the involvement of civil society organizations in the
regime change. The differentiation in these aspects is expected to provide
sufficient grounds for making plausible generalizations and conclusions
regarding the role of civil society in regime change in post-authoritarian
»pacted” regime change countries.

The paper consists of three parts: first part identifies the importance of
the activation of civil society organizations for successful regime transi-
tion, the second part will discuss the different concepts and trajectories
of regime change in Central East European countries which are found in
comparative politics literature. The third part will go down to analyze the
particular role which emerging civil society organizations played in the
democratic transition.

Civil Society and Democratization

The importance of civil society in democratic transition has been
widely discussed in the comparative political science literature. The tra-
ditional view on the transition of democracy identifies five fields where
changes should occur for the democracy to emerge and consolidate.
Thus, Linz and Stepan identify five interacting conditions which have to
reinforce one another: free consolidated civil society, political society, en-
sured procedures of the rule of law, state bureaucratic apparatus, and the
fifth component is the institutionalized economic society. Civil society
is the arena of the polity composed of civil non governmental organiza-
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tions, interest groups, social movements and individuals that articulate
values create associations and solidarities and advance their interests.

Civil society is an intermediate associational realm between state
and the family populated by the organizations which are separate from
the state, enjoy autonomy in relation to the state and are formed vol-
untarily by the members of society to protect or extend their interests
or values. In addition to the term civil society Linz and Stepan intro-
duce a term political society which refers to the different, administrative
bodies which channel the relationship between civil society and state.
White identifies the following four functions of the civil society:

« It can alter the balance of power between state and society in favor of
the latter thus contributing to the kind of ,,balanced opposition” held
to be characteristic of established democratic regimes.

« Secondly, it is argued that civil society can perform disciplinary func-
tion by introducing standards of public morality and performance and
improving the accountability of both politicians and administrators.

« Civil society plays a potentially intermediary role between state and
society in ways which condition the relationship between individual
citizens and the formal political system.

« Civil society can play a constitutive role by redefining the rules of the
political game along democratic lines.

The role which civil society acquired in the literature writing about
democratic regime change is a bit different from the classic role civil so-
ciety has in democratic theory. Under the conditions of totalitarian and
authoritarian regimes which control or at least try to control all spheres
of social activity the advancement of certain interests is impossible with-
out consent from the side of the government. Under the conditions of
authoritarian regime the main objective of civil society is the opposition
to the authoritarian government, advancement of demands for liberali-
zation of society, provision of human rights, rule of law and minimiza-
tion of the role of state in non political spheres of people’s life. Another
considerable difference between the civil society in already consolidated
democracies and the authoritarian societies is that in the latter we can not
speak of consolidated institutionalisation and thus powerful civil society.
The actors of civil society work often on illegal basis under severe pres-
sure from the side of the government. Under these conditions of particu-
lar importance stand the spontaneity of the civil society and participation
of individuals in its functioning.
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An understanding of the specific model of civil society which was
present in the Central East European arena emerged from the works of
philosophers, social activists as well as comparative transitology litera-
ture. Thus in CEE civil society acquired an instrumental feature of oppo-
sition of the societal groups towards the authoritarian regime. With the
absence of institutional norms regulating the activity of the civil society
the essence of its functioning was the self organization of all the anti-re-
gime forces into an anti-regime social movement. Thus in Viclav Havel’s
opinion “hope [...] lies [...] in the realization of a social order in which
the formalized and functionalized structure of society will be regulated and
controlled by this ,newly discovered” spontaneous civic activity, which will
be a permanent and essential source of social self awareness”.' Adam Mich-
nik spoke out a similar idea that ,,the essence of the spontaneously growing
independent and self governing solidarity lay in the restoration of social ties
and self organization”?

Concepts and trajectories of transition:
the place of the Central Europe

'The comparative political science scholars who were studying transi-
tions to democracy have identified the general trajectories of how polities
underwent regime change, behaved in transition and finally consolidat-
ed. The ideal types of regime change and transition trajectories have been
identified mainly within the study of ,,third wave” transitions.

Thus Stepan identifies 8 ideal paths to democratization: 1) internal
restoration after external reconquest, 2) internal reformulation, 3) exter-
nally monitored installation, 4) redemocratization initiated from within
the authoritarian regime, 4a) redemocratization initiated by the civilian
or civilianized political leadership, 4b) redemocratization initiated by
»military-as-government’, 4c) redemocratization led by ,,military-as-in-
stitution’, 5) regime termination steered by society, 6) party pact (with or
without consociational elements), 7) organized violent revolt coordinat-

1 HAVEL, V.: The Power of the Powerless. Citizens against the State in Central-Eastern
Europe. Cit from: BAKER, G.: The Taming of the Idea of Civil Society. In: BURNELL,
P. - CALVERT, J (eds.): Civil Society in Democratization. London 2004.

2 MICHNIK, A.: Letters from Prison and other essays (1986), Cit from BAKER, G.: The
Taming of the Idea of Civil Society. In: BURNELL, P. - CALVERT, J (eds.): Civil Society
in Democratization. London 2004.



[14] The Power of Civil Society

ed by democratic reformist parties, 8) revolutionary war led by marxists.?
Of these categories the one useful for our study is the 5th one which refers
to the cases when change was brought about by the opposition and pro-
tests at the grass-roots organizations, strikes and low level of legitimacy
of the incumbent regime. Though if we consider that the very stage of
regime breakdown materialized in the roundtable agreements then one
could think also of the relevance of Stepan’s the 4th and 4th(a) categories
when the power engine of the regime change is the elite which is partly
formed by the representatives of the former leadership.

Karl and Schmitter in describing the modes of transition in Latin
America and Eastern Europe employ a six-dimensional property space in
order to differentiate among the strategies of the transition: compromise,
reform, force and revolution and the actors of the transition: elites and
masses.” Thus in their opinion regime changes in Poland and Czecho-
slovakia fall within the cases where the strategy of change was the re-
form and the actors were mainly grass-roots organizations. Interestingly
enough Hungary is on the other end of the property space in an inter-
mediate position but closer to the place with the elites as the actors of
the transition and unilateral force basically an imposition as a strategy of
the transition. Pridham employs a three level model consisting of state,
society, and intergroup relations level to describe regime changes in Latin
America, Southern and Mediterranean Europe and Central East Euro-
pean countries.’

All the abovementioned theoretical trajectories and some other which
will be presented later, though based on empirical experiences of transi-
tion, are theoretical constructs and no single regime transition can be un-
arguably placed within one trajectory. The discussion here will be along
the question as to where can the CEE countries be placed with regard to
the participation of civil society groups in them.

3 STEPHAN, A.: Paths Toward Redemocratization: Theoretical and Comparative Con-
siderations. In O’DONNELL, G. - SCHMITTER, P. - WHITEHEAD, L.: Transitions
[from Authoritarian Rule: Comparative Perspectives. Baltimore 1986, pp. 64 — 84.

4 KARL,T. L. - SCHMITTER, P: Modes of Transition in Latin America, Southern and
Eastern Europe. International Social Science Journal, No. 128, pp. 269 - 285.

5 PRIDHAM, G.: Democratic Transitions in Theory and Practice: Southern European
Lessons for Eastern Europe. In: PRIDHAM G. - VANHANEN, T. (eds.): Democratiza-
tion in Eastern Europe: Domestic and International Perspectives. Routledge 1994.
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Civil movements in the regime change

Poland

Discussing the chronology and specificities of social dissent and civil
movements in Poland Sonntag roughly divides the whole period into 2
parts: 1956 — 1976 and 1976 - 1989.° The benchmark in this division is
the foundation of the Committee for the Defense of Workers. The period
from 1956 — 1976 is characterized by a number of spontaneous outburst
of social anger with mainly industrial labor protesting against the de-
creasing welfare conditions. Intelligentsia did not seem to be active at the
initial period. Activation of intelligentsia mainly represented by univer-
sity faculty and students occurred in 1968 with the prohibition of the play
»Dziady” which was prohibited by the authorities after it was successfully
performed at Warsaw National Theatre. This case resulted in students’
protests at universities all over the country with demands to provide free-
dom of expression and autonomy of art and science from politics. The
protests were oppressed through administrative measures: excluding the
protesting students from universities and brutal measures undertaken by
the police and army formations.

The overall situation was calmed down for a short period of time
through decrease of food prices. However, the declining economy could
not subsidize price formation for longer. The result was an inevitable
increase in food prices which triggered mass protests of workers. The
protests were brutally oppressed with thousands dismissed from their
jobs and hundreds arrested. The Committee of the Defense of Workers
emerged in September 1976 as a forum of some dozens of intellectuals
whose aim was the protection of workers and their families. Later the
mission of the organization extended to the protection of all the victims
of state repression. The next stage of the development of organized dissent
to the regime was the emergence and official registration of Solidarnos¢.
This occurred after another round of price increase and protests of work-
ers. Years 1979 and 1980 were marked with continuing protests of work-
ers. The strikes were nation wide and were well managed by the strike
committees which emerged in all the industrialized regions. To calm

6 SONNTAG, S.: Poland. In: POLLACK, J. - WIELGOHS, J. (eds): Dissent and Opposi-
tion in Communist Eastern Europe: Origins of Civil Society and Democratic Transition.
Burlington 2004.
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down the situation Lech Walesa was entrusted by strike committees to
conduct negotiations with the government. Solidarnos¢ was officially reg-
istered as a self administrative trade union in September 1980. Referring
to Staniszkis Sonntag considers that with “legalization of Solidarity the
partys claim to being the avant-garde of the working class as the ideological
legitimization of its rule had once and for all become invalid”” 'This period
can be considered as the zenith of organized social dissent not only in
Poland but in the whole post communist block.

However, the zenith period lasted very short as far as the economic
situation was worsening while the demands of Solidarnos¢ were expand-
ing in scale and depth. The continuous economic decline which was also
accompanied by the holding back goods by the government increased the
tension and anti-regime tendencies. The increasing intensity of strikes
and the pressure form Moscow forced that time party leadership to intro-
duce martial law and prohibit the activity of Solidarnos¢ with thousands
of its activists being arrested.

The zenith of the development of Solidarnos¢ coincided with an evi-
dent split within Solidarnos¢ into moderates and radicals. Moderates were
insisting on negotiations and compromise with the party on every issue.
The radical wing was insisting on continuing the pressure on the govern-
ment through social resistance. The important issue was the debate about
the self organization of firms and business. In spite of the suggestion of
a number of organizations the trade union leadership went into a com-
promise with the government and agree on the clause that transferred
the decision making and planning powers to the business. However the
government still preserved the right to appoint the heads of firms.

Despite the prohibition and repression Solidarnos¢ managed to pre-
serve some limited organizational capacity through ,,samizdat” publica-
tions. In 1983 Walesa as the leader of Solidarnos¢ received Nobel Peace
Prize. However, in the mid 1980s social resistance of Solidarnos¢ in Poland
was passive due to the martial law provisions and constant pressure from
the government. The revival of Solidarnos¢ came with the changes in the
USSR. The communist party was now in the need of a powerful organiza-
tion which could consolidate the opposition and speak on behalf of the
whole opposition. The government as well as Solidarnos¢ were interested
in some sort of cooperation and negotiations around the terms of change
in order not to loose control over developments and to agree on deci-
sion which was in the interest of both the party’s reform leadership and

7 Ibidem, p. 10.
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Solidarnos¢ leadership. David Ost in his seminal book about the social
contention in Poland and the role of industrial labor in opposition move-
ment suggests that the reform technocrats from the party elite and intel-
lectual of the Solidarnos¢ leadership were mutually interested in excluding
the masses, and especially the labor force from the regime change and
inclined to an elite pact rather because they were afraid that the masses
would be too radical. The communists were afraid for their own security
and were trying to preserve their position in the post regime change gov-
ernment while intellectual circles from Solidarnos¢ considered the labor
and mass participation in the regime change as an obstacle to democracy
and potential source of establishment of another authoritarian regime.
Except for Solidarnos¢ and its daughter organizations it is valid to
speak also of the Catholic Church and organizations which functioned
under its patronage. Catholic Church and Pope John Paul II had signifi-
cant input in the consolidation of the opposition, through assisting in its
activities, endorsing the official legislation of Solidarnos¢. After the intro-
duction of the martial law the Church contributed to the organized op-
position through informing the population via its mass media structures
and dissemination of samizdat press published by the Solidarnos¢.
Summing up the discussion of the development in Poland we could
indicate that civil society has had the decisive role in the regime change
in Poland. Solidarnos¢ appeared as both a grass-roots organization with a
high mass mobilization capacity and high intensity of mass participation
in demonstrations as well as organized and institutionalized actor with
representatives in all the regions and major enterprises. The organiza-
tional development of Solidarnos¢ and its formalized status as trade un-
ion which was entitled to negotiate with the government issues related to
industrial relations and some economic development issues contributed
to emergence of Solidarnos¢ as an actor of regime change representing
the consolidated opposition which could negotiate the conditions of re-
gime change on behalf of the whole opposition. As to positioning Poland
within any of the transition categories than the most appropriate will be
Stepan’s regime termination steered by society with Karl and Schmitter’s
properties of reform as a regime change strategy and grass-roots partici-
pation as the main engine of transition. Though one might consider the
participation of the reform oriented party leadership and locate Poland
into one of the subcategories of Stepan’s fourth category referring to rede-
mocratization initiated from within the authoritarian regime.
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Czechoslovakia

Social dissent in Czechoslovakia had a different pattern of develop-
ment. Chronologically the development of social dissent is divided into
two parts: 1946 — 1968 and 1968 - 1989 the benchmark Prague Spring of
1968. Ttima considers that both phases had similar courses of develop-
ment: first establishment, then consolidation which was followed by a
period of stability. The period of stability was followed with the crisis in
the communist system and destabilization.® The first recorded outburst of
social protest occurred in July 1948 when the members of the Sokol na-
tionalist organization marched through Prague expressing their support
of the last non-communist president of Czechoslovakia Edvard Benes.
The march ended up with the arrest of several hundreds of Sokol mem-
bers. In September of the same year thousands of citizens participated
in the public funeral of Benes in Prague which turned into an anticom-
munist demonstration led by Sokol activists. The demonstration was sup-
pressed by the militia.

These experiences of violent suppression resulted in an underground
pattern of the activity of opposition which was characteristic for the op-
position till 1968. The dissent took the form of exit from the system in
the form of emigration, dissemination of leaflets, small debates-discus-
sions about the perspective of regime change. Some underground groups
which planned to organize assassinations of the leaders of the parties were
eliminated. In 1949 there were two attempts of coup détat. The organizers
were arrested by the secret police before they were able to do anything.
Though the opposition acted underground there were some spontane-
ous demonstrations like in Brno in 1951 and the same year in several
towns of Slovakia. Of great danger for the regime were demonstrations
in several small Slovak towns brought about by the authorities’ demoli-
tion of monasteries and detention of the members of monastery orders.’
The demonstrations were suppressed by the militia and army units with
the use of fire arms. Events in Slovakia triggered mass demonstration all
over the country with the biggest clashes taking place in Pilsen in June
1951. The demonstration in Pilsen is notable as it developed into a politi-
cal demonstration with shouting of slogans in memory of Benes and in

8 TUMA, O.: Czechoslovakia. In: POLLACK, J. - WIELGOHS, J. (eds): Dissent and
Opposition in Communist Eastern Europe : Origins of Civil Society and Democratic
Transition. Burlington 2004.

9 Ibidem, p. 33.
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loyalty to United States. The demonstrations were again suppressed by
the militia and army units. Despite the intensity of demonstrations they
were solely spontaneous outbursts of anger. No organizational force was
behind these events.

This phase of opposition in Czechoslovakia was over with dramat-
ic events of 1956 when both movements, one in Budapest and one in
Poznan were crashed and the overall movement of dissent experienced
severe repression by the government. The failure of mass spontaneous
and sometimes violent demonstrations of the 1950 and their even more
violent suppression changed the actors of the opposition and their strat-
egy. The new actors were students, intellectuals, artists and reform ori-
ented members of the party who did not want to overthrow the regime
but rather improve it. The critically and reform oriented studentship con-
sisted the bulk of official youth organizations by 1965. The gradual devel-
opment of this stream of opposition reached its apogee in 1967 and 1968
when first in 1967 there occurred a split at the congress of the Writers
Union. The critical change in the communist party leadership took place
in January 1968.

The distinctive characteristic of the events of Prague spring is that it
was not at all a struggle between opposition and the party. Tima consid-
ers that Dubcek and his team desired a more rationale human and liberal
communism but did not aim to change the regime completely. The mobi-
lization of the forces was not against the regime but rather in support of
the reform of regime under Dubcek leadership. The party enjoyed wide
popularity among the population. No other political organization was at
the political arena with its program of regime change. The suppression of
the Prague Spring by Warsaw pact members was followed by a number of
spontaneous outbursts of social anger of young people in provinces. The
latter outbursts were as previously suppressed by the regime.

The post Prague Spring opposition managed to consolidate in the be-
ginning of 1970s. When saying consolidated we do not imply that there
emerged a political force that united the scattered opposition forces and
opposed the regime with one common program. Nevertheless new small
organizations consisting of students, intellectuals and reform commu-
nists were emerging. The Revolutionary Youth Movement emerged at the
beginning of 1970s and united radical students who were in contact with
leftists organizations in Germany and France.

An important specificity is that the opposition was developing mainly
in Czech territories whereas Slovak territories were not active in dissent.
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Tama suggests that the reason for the passivity in Slovakia was that the
only factual outcome of the Prague spring was the federalization and de-
centralization of the country and creation of self-governing institutions
in Slovakia.

The activities of the opposition organizations were restricted in number
and scale and mainly restricted to the production and dissemination of
oppositional samizdat press. To the mid of 1970s there occurred a quali-
tative change in the development of the opposition with the establish-
ment in 1976 - 1977 of Charter 1977. The occasion for mobilization was
the arrest of a popular underground rock band Plastic People of the Uni-
verse. The arrest brought about a wide wave of discontent and opposition
among the intellectual and especially artistic circles. Among the factors
which contributed to the emergence of Charter 77 it is worth mention-
ing the signing of Helsinki agreement by Czechoslovakia which allowed
for creation and bound the government to assure the unbanned activity
of organizations dealing with protection of human rights. The specificity
of Charter 77 was that it never presented itself as a political organization
but rather an organizations dealing with protection of human rights, rule
of law and international commitments which Czechoslovakia undertook.
Charter 77 was never a populous organization like Solidarnos¢ and never
embraced the whole spectrum of oppositions.

The final stage of social activism was brought about by the systemic
crisis of the regime and similar developments in other Warsaw pact
countries, particularly in Poland and German Democratic Republic.
The greatest influence had, however, the liberalization in the Soviet Un-
ion. Civil organizations proliferated, though again not numerous and
sharing members with Charter 77. The organizations that emerged were
Committee for the Defense of the Unjustly Prosecuted, Movement for
Civic Freedom, Democratic Initiative, Rebirth, and Independent Peace
Association.

From mid 1980s occasional small demonstrations occurred. The first
big demonstration which showed that the critical mass was on the are-
na took place on the 20th anniversary of invasion into Czechoslovakia.
The decisive mobilization of opposition and masses took place after the
demonstrations commemorating the anniversary of repression of Nazi
regime against Czech students. The small demonstration was suppressed
which triggered wide scale of mass protest and mobilization of the entire
spectrum of anti-regime forces. In November the Civic Forum emerged
as an umbrella organization uniting all the oppositional forces. A similar
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organization, Public against Violence, emerged in Bratislava and coordi-
nated oppositional activities in Slovakia. The final compromise between
the opposition and the regime was reached on 10 December 1989 with
the creation of the government of national reconciliation composed of
reform oriented communists and members of the opposition while Havel
was elected as the president. The absence of definite oppositional leader-
ship was a distinctive feature of the Czech opposition. This was however
compensated with the growing Havel's authority and recognition.

Thus the opposition movement in Czechoslovakia considerably dif-
fered from that of Poland. The early development of reformist movement
within the party and its early abortion resulted in the absence of any or-
ganized civil society in 1970s and 1980s. Social dissent was organized by
small group of intellectuals and artists while any mass participation was
absent. The decisive mobilization of anti-regime forces occurred spon-
taneously than organized. The group of intellectuals organized into the
Civic forum managed to consolidate the opposition at the expanse of high
reputation of its leaders rather than because of the organized structures.
Taking into consideration the marginalized character of the civil society
organizations in the form of small intellectual groups in Czechoslovakia,
absence of any official participation in public life we could locate Czecho-
slovakia’s transition into the fifth category of Stepan’s classification refer-
ring to society-led regime transition and with Karl and Schmitter’s prop-
erties of reform as a regime change strategy and grass-roots organizations
as the main actors of regime change.

Hungary

The history of social dissent in Hungary has had a divergent trajectory
of development in comparison with that of Poland and Czechoslovakia.
Hungarians were the first to consolidate in their struggle against the au-
thoritarian regime. The struggle did not have an organized character, no
organization stood behind it. The outburst came as a result of the split
within the communist party leadership into conservative Stalinists lead-
ed by Matyas Rakosi and reform wing led by Imre Nagy which tended
to a more liberal, moderate regime which would preserve the national
traditions in the governance.'” The mass non-coordinated and violent

10 SZABO, M.: Hungary. In: POLLACK, J. - WIELGOHS, . (eds): Dissent and Oppo-
sition in Communist Eastern Europe: Origins of Civil Society and Democratic
Transition. Burlington 2004.
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outburst of demonstrators defending the Hungarian way of development
was crashed by the army units in 1956.

This violent bloodshed assured further stable development of the coun-
try, determined the non-repressive, moderate character of the regime and
some space for intellectual circles to conduct activities. The government
was trying to satisfy the demands of the opposition and give a forum for
the activity of moderate opposition intellectuals. Three intellectual-oppo-
sition streams having their basis in the traditional streams of Hungarian
intellectual tradition emerged and later developed into distinct political
forces. The stream of ,,urbanists” following liberal democratic orienta-
tion consolidated a number of prominent intellectuals such as Agnes Hel-
ler, Janos Kiss and Gyorgy Bence informally leaded by Georg Lukacs, a
prominent university professor initially repressed in 1956 but later on
released by Kadar regime and given the previous public prominence. This
stream in the end of 1980s formed the Alliance of Free Democrats.

The second source of dissidence was nationally oriented ,populists”
consolidated around such intellectuals as Sindor Csoori, Istvan Csurka
as well as histrorians Jozsef Antal, Csaba Kiss, Gyorgy Szabad and Lajos
Fur. This group emerged at the end of 1980s as the Hungarian Democratic
Forum. The third group built the mobile and socially active students and
young intellectuals as well as representatives of youth subcultures seek-
ing freedom for their social as well as artistic expression. This branch of
opposition engaged in 1980s into the reform of universities, democratiza-
tion of the communist youth organization as well as into environmental
protection issues. The movement developed at the end of 1980s into the
Alliance of Young Democrats which is still one of the two biggest parties
in Hungary.

In the beginning of 1970s the regime tightened its grasp over the op-
position. Many intellectuals were ousted from the public sphere. The op-
position went mainly underground developing network of samizdat. The
counterculture was formed based on informal networks of intellectuals
meeting in cafes, studios and private spaces. The opposition expressed its
support for the democratic movements in neighboring countries: Char-
ter 77 in Czechoslovakia and Solidarnos¢ in Poland.

Along with the intellectual circles and rather a peaceful opposition
and formation of counter elite spontaneous youth protests were taking
place every now and then. Particular importance acquired the regular
marches of youth on 15 March to commemorate the start of Hungar-
ian bourgeois revolution of 1848. The government tried to undertake
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measures against these demonstrations intervening regularly into their
proceedings, arresting and expelling young people from universities and
high schools.

A distinctive feature of the Hungarian dissidence is that in the begin-
ning of 1981 there emerged an independent press. Literary works as well
as a samizdat periodical Beszelo started to be officially and legally pub-
lished from 1981. Through this periodical Hungarian opposition started
to conduct semi-official debate of its political program. Another distinc-
tive feature of the Hungarian opposition is the emergence of alternative
movements. In the Beginning and mid 1980s pacifist organizations with
links to western pacifist organizations emerged among which the most
important was the Dialogus. Besides, environmental groups protesting
against the construction of a dam on Danube River emerged in early
1980s. The most prominent among the environmental groups was the
Danube circle.

At the beginning of 1988 the freedom of assembly and association were
legally provided. The civil rights and democratic freedoms were gradually
enforced by the law. Censorship ended, mass media were liberalized and
oppositional authors who could not previously publish could now present
their works. In May 1988 Kadar resigned from the party leadership yield-
ing the place to reform communists. Within the years 1988 — 1989 the op-
position came out from illegal position to at first sharing then taking up
the power. The official regime change occurred as a result of round table
negotiations between the government and opposition.

The soft ,gulyash communism” regime determined the distinctive
character of the political dissent in Hungary. The different opposition
streams with roots in traditional intellectual cleavage have been more or
less freely developing in Hungary. The intellectual circles have not been
dissidents but rather prominent public figures and somehow made a part
of the intellectual elite. Besides, the political opposition, environmental
and youth organizations emerged and raised the relevant issues for the
society. The fact that the opposition circles which later emerged as parties
and participated as the actors of the regime change were not marginalized
and ousted from public life but rather made part of the larger elite pro-
vides certain relevance to Karl and Schmitter’s placement of Hungarian
civil society within the elite transition than a mass movement transition.
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Conclusion

The role of the civil society in the regime transition in the Central and
East European Countries has been decisive. In one or another form so-
cial forces participated as actors in the roundtable negotiations. The level
of institutionalization of the social forces, their organizational capacity,
composition, consolidation and many other factors were different. What
was common for the three countries was the basic function of the civil
society id est opposition to the authoritarian government, advancement
of demands for liberalization of society, provision of human rights, rule
of law, and minimization of the role of state in non political spheres of
peoples life. The differences in the implementation of this basic function
depended on the character of regime, experience of previous outburst of
oppositional movement, degree of brutality of the regime in oppressing
the movement, as well as the level of fragmentation of the opposition.

Regarding the existing empirical studies positioning civil societies of
the Central European countries within larger patterns of regime changes
we could conclude that none of them can fully account for the regime
change in Central Europe and the position of civil society within this
regime change. CEE transitions had a complex nature and included more
or less participants from intellectuals, reform oriented communist lead-
ership as well as the masses. In Poland the grass-roots component was
more active, in Czechoslovakia the oppositional intellectual circles enjoy-
ing trust of the people participated in negotiations while the fragmented
Hungarian opposition having high public importance and being part of
the larger elite implemented regime change refraining from directly en-
gaging the people into the expression of dissent.
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Resumé

Prispevok analyzuje Glohu obdianskej spolo¢nosti pocas zmien reZimov
v $tyroch krajindch strednej a vychodnej Eurépy. Obzvlast zddraziuje,
ako obdianske hnutia prispeli k zmendm prostrednictvom organizovanej
opozicie vodi autoritdrskemu rezimu, ndborom novych elit, mobilizaciou
demokratickych sil a nakoniec odstranenim autokratickych rezimov aj
prostrednictvom rozhovorov pri okrahlom stole. Zad¢ina sa sthrnnym
prehladom literatdry o dlohe obdianskej spolo¢nosti v demokratickych
zmendach. Pokracuje pojedndvanim o hnutiach v kazdej zo $tyroch kra-
jin, zddraziiuje ich $pecifikd. Napokon $tadia zahftia ¢innost ob¢ianskych
hnuti v jednotlivych krajindch podla toho, ako prispeli k zmene rezimu.



Rok 1989 v médiach Vatikanu

Frantisek SOCUFKA

Mestsky stat Vatikan vznikol 11. februdra 1929 na zaklade Lateran-
skych dohdd medzi Talianskom a Svétou stolicou. Termin Svita stolica
sa vztahuje na najvyssiu autoritu cirkvi — papeza ako rimskeho bisku-
pa a hlavu Kolégia biskupov. Mestsky §tat Vatikan a Svita stolica sa te-
$ia prestizi na medzinarodnom poli. Hlavou $tatu je v sucasnosti Bene-
dikt XVI., obcianskym menom Joseph Ratzinger. Je 265. ndstupcom sva-
tého Petra a na Celo katolickej cirkvi nastapil 24. aprila 2005. Vatikan nie
je clenom Eurdpskej tinie!

Vatikdan ma k dispozicii tlacené, ale aj elektronické média. Ich ulohou
je informovat o diani vo Vatikéne, v jeho riadiacich instituciach. Vycleneni
redaktori si v§imaju aj ddlezité¢ udalosti v spolo¢nosti. O diani vo Vatika-
ne informuju svet novindri, tzv. vatikanisti. V Taliansku ma takmer kazdy
dennik ¢i Casopis redaktora, ktory informuje Citatelov alebo posluchacov
o diani v celej cirkvi. Média, ktoré venovali osobitnd pozornost udalostiam
v roku 1989 v krajinach strednej Eurdpy, boli dvojtyzdennik La Civilta Cat-
tolica, dennik L ‘Osservatore Romano a Vatikansky rozhlas Radio Vaticana.

1. médium - ¢asopis La Civilta Cattolica

Dvojtyzdennik La Civilta Cattolica je jednym z najstarsich Casopisov
katolickej cirkvi. Slazi jej od roku 1850 (Katolicke noviny zacali vychadzat
rok predtym). Zalozil ho papez Pius IX. a udelil mu osobitny $tatat, na
zéklade ktorého je redakcia ¢asopisu tizko prepojend na riadiace orga-
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ny Svitej stolice. Podla platnych Statttov je za redakciu a obsah casopisu
zodpovedny generalny predstaveny Spolocnosti JeziSovej, rehole jezuitov.
Séfredaktora na jeho podnet menuje vatikansky $tatny sekretar a v ko-
necnom dosledku hlava katolickej cirkvi.

La Civilta Cattolica sa usiluje Citat znamenia Cias a viest dialog so stcas-
nou kultirou. Ta dnes charakterizuje individualisticky relativizmus a vedecky
pozitivizmus. Ide o kultdru, ktora ma sklon uzatvarat sa pred Bohom a jeho
mravnym zdkonom. Kultdru, ktora ale nie je vzdy vyhradne nepriatelska voci
krestanstvu a je schopna otvorit sa nadprirodzenym hodnotam.

Kultarny casopis, akym bezpochyby La Civilta Cattolica je, sa usilu-
je zapojit do spolocenského dialégu. Pontka Citatefom pravdy krestan-
skej viery solidne a populariza¢ne. Uvedomuje si, Ze viera v Boha pomaha
mnohym suc¢asnym [udom néjst zmysel Zivota ¢i objavit vychodiska chy-
bajtice v btrlivom a dezorientovanom svete. Casopis pocas svojej existen-
cie venoval zvySenu pozornost $ireniu socidlnej nduky katolickej cirkvi.
V sticasnom svete mozno popri negativnych javoch pozorovat novy cit
pre nabozenské hodnoty, zdujem o Svité pismo, vacsi ohlad na Tudské
prava a ochotu viest dialdg s ostatnymi naboZenstvami.

2. médium - dennik 'Osservatore Romano

Prvé Cislo dennika vyslo 1. jala 1861, len niekolko mesiacov po vy-
hlaseni Talianskeho kralovstva (17. marca 1861). Dennik mal sluzit na
obranu papezského Statu v Case, ked pozemskd moc a vplyv papezov
v Taliansku, ale aj v celej Eurdpe radikélne klesla. Papez Pius IX. potvr-
dil $tataty dnesného dennika, vtedy dvojtyzdennika. Uvadza sa v nich, ze
jeho cielom je ,,demaskovat a rozlisovat pravdu od IZi, ktorou nepriatelia
ociernuju Rim a rimskeho biskupa; informovat o udalostiach, ku ktorym
dochddza v Rime i mimo neho; pripominat principy katolickeho ndboZen-
stva, spravodlivosti a prdva, ktoré su neodmyslitelnymi zdkladmi usporia-
daného spolocenského (socidlneho) Zivota; ucit a povzbudzovat ludi, aby si
pinili svoje povinnosti voci viasti; povzbudzovat k ticte k pdpezovi, ktory je
ndstupcom apostola Petra®.

3. médium - Vatikdnsky rozhlas

Taliani ho nazyvaja la voce del Papa - hlas papeza. Jeho prostrednic-
tvom sa totiz hlas papeza v rozli¢nych jazykoch dostava k veriacim cirkvi
do celého sveta. Radio Vaticana aj v dnesnej dobe internetu je dolezi-
tym néstrojom evanjelizacie, $irenia krestanstva a jeho nduky. Zalozil ho
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v roku 1931 pépez Pius XI. a jeho vedenim poveril jezuitov. Taliansky
nositel Nobelovej ceny Guglielmo Marconi, ktorého papez poveril zalo-
zenim Vatikdnskeho rozhlasu, vyuzil aj objav slovenského knaza posobia-
ceho v USA Jozefa Murgasa.

Vatikan medzi prvymi $tatmi sveta reSpektoval identitu narodov v Eu-
répe a vo svete na zaklade ich materinskej reci, nie $tatnej prislusnosti.
Spolu so slovenskym vysielanim sa zacalo aj vysielanie v ¢eskom, chor-
vatskom a slovinskom jazyku, hoci tieto narody v tom Case nemali sa-
mostatné $taty. Pravidelné slovenské vysielanie sa zacalo 21. decembra
1947. Prvym §éfredaktorom programu bol pater Pavol Bajan, SJ. Ja som
v slovenskom oddeleni pracoval viac ako 14 rokov.

Vatikansky rozhlas ma medzinarodny charakter. Veriacim na celom sve-
te vich materinskom jazyku pribliZil pontifikat Siestich papezov. Ma svojich
korespondentov na celom svete. Poslanie rozhlasu formuluja jeho Stataty
takto: ,,Slobodne, verne a ti¢inne ohlasovat krestanské posolstvo a spdjat cen-
trum katolicizmu s rozlicnymi krajinami sveta - Strit hlas a ucenie rimskeho
pdpeza, informovat o aktivitdch Svitej stolice, byt ozvenou Zivota Katolickej
cirkvivo svete, usmerriovat k tomu, aby sa aktudlne problémy posudzovali vo
svetle ucenia cirkvi, a byt pritom stile pozorni na znamenia cias.“

Reakcie vatikdnskych médii na udalosti roku 1989

Rok 1989 na strankach La Civilta Cattolica

Casopis pohotovo reagoval na historické zmeny, ku ktorym doslo v Pol-
sku. I§lo o prvy zdvan spolocenskych zmien v krajine vychodnej Eurépy.
V pravidelnej rubrike informacii zo zahranicia, ktorti mal na starosti jezui-
ta Giovanni Rulli, si autor vS§imol debatu za okrahlym stolom medzi opo-
ziciou a vladou. Tato debata medzi polskou opoziciou a tamojsou vladou
trvala od 6. februdra do 5. aprila 1989. Jej vysledkom boli prvé Ciastocne
slobodné volby od ¢ias druhej svetovej vojny (4. — 18. jun); rozhodnutie
o nadviazani riadnych diplomatickych stykov Polskej ludovej republiky so
Svitou stolicou (17. jal 1989); suhlas prezidenta republiky Wojciecha Ja-
ruzelského a vedenia polskej komunistickej strany s menovanim katolika
Tadeusza Mazowieckeho za predsedu novej vlady (18. august 1989); schva-
lenie novej vlady polskym Sejmom (12. september 1989).!

1 La Civilta Cattolica, ¢. 3348, 1989, s. 391 - 400.
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V tom istom Cisle ¢asopisu La Civilta Cattolica Giovanni Rulli veno-
val pozornost aj udalostiam v susednom Madarsku. Podrobne analyzo-
val kroky tamojsej spolo¢nosti smerujtce k demokracii. V§imol si, Ze na
rozdiel od Polska moc komunistickej strany v krajine bola tuzko spatd so
Sovietskym zvizom, a preto demokratizacny proces trval dlhsie.

V stvislosti s postavenim katolickej cirkvi si pater Rulli v§ima 25. vy-
rocie prvej medzistatnej zmluvy medzi Madarskou republikou a Vatika-
nom (15. september 1964). Podla jeho vyjadrenia mali pomdct cirkvi, ako
aj institdtom zasvateného zivota znovu sa zaclenit do verejného Zzivota,
pri menovani novych biskupov na uprazdnené biskupské stolce, zriadeni
Rady pre ndbozenské zalezitosti pri vlade a planovani apostolskej ces-
ty papeza Jana Pavla II. do Madarska v roku 1991. Papeza na historicka
navstevu krajiny pozval komunisticky madarsky prezident a predseda
Madarskej biskupskej konferencie.

Aj v Madarsku, pise autor ¢lanku Rulli, sa uskutoc¢nila debata za
okrahlym stolom. Trvala tri mesiace a skoncila sa 18. septembra 1989.
Debate predchddzal zjazd Madarskej socialistickej robotnickej (komu-
nistickej) strany a niektoré dolezité rozhodnutia poslancov parlamentu:
nadviazanie diplomatickych stykov s Izraclom (18. september 1989);
uznanie Palestinskej samospravy (18. september 1989); rehabilitacia kar-
dindla Jézsefa Mindszentyho odsideného v roku 1949 na dozivotné va-
zenie za vlastizradu (22. september); vznik Ludovej krestansko-demokra-
tickej strany (23. september). Madarsky parlament odsuhlasil reformu
trestného zakona, odsddil invaziu vojsk Varavskej zmluvy do Ceskoslo-
venska v roku 1968, odhlasoval zakon o slobodnom pohybe obc¢anov do
cudziny, a zmenil ndzov $tatu - na Madarskad republiku, vynechal ozna-
¢enie ludova.

Péapez Jan Pavol 1L, uviedol péter Rulli, pocas audiencie poskytnutej
reholnym sestram z Kalocse vyslovil nddej, ze cirkvi a reholnikom sa
v novom spolo¢enskom usporiadani dostane dost priestoru, aby svojou
vychovnou pracou prispeli k duchovnej obnove niroda.?

Rok 1990 na strankach La Civilta Cattolica

Hned prvé ¢islo ¢asopisu v roku 1990 v rubrike informacii zo zahra-
nicia venuje velku pozornost Neznej revoldcii v Ceskoslovensku. Autor
studie uvadza jednu zaujimavost: Polsko potrebovalo na vykrocenie k de-

2 La Civilta Cattolica, &. 3348, 1989, s. 605 - 614.
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mokracii 10 rokov, Madarsko 10 mesiacov, Nemeckd demokraticka re-
publika 3 mesiace a Ceskoslovensko 10 dni! Pie, Ze revoldcii u nas pred-
chddzali manifestacie veriacich v Bratislave — tzv. Velky piatok 25. marca
1988; na Velehrade 5. jula 1985; ale aj studentské demonstracie v Prahe
v januari 1989 pr1 spomienke na upalenie Jina Palacha; hnutie Charta 77.
Uvédza aj mena dolezitych disidentov: Vaclava Havla a Jana Carnogur-
ského. Kvasom slobody podla vyjadrenia Rulliho bol zadiatok novembra.
Vtedy spisovatelia, vedci, umelci, Studenti, ale najma jednoduchi Iudia
zacali podpisovat rozli¢né Vyhlasema, peticie, v ktorych ziadali slobodu.
Puf tisicov veriacich do Rima pri prilezitosti kanonizacie Anezky Ces-
kej v novembri 1989 ludom uvolnila puta neslobody. Slavnost vysielala
aj $tatna televizia. Ludia prestali mat strach. Vo vsetkych vacsich mestach
v desattisicoch vysli na namestia (Praha, Bratislava, Brno, Ostrava). Pod
tlakom verejnosti doslo vo vedeni komunistickej strany a potom aj v par-
lamente k dolezitym zmendm a rozhodnutiam.?

La Civilta Cattolica v nasledujucom ¢isle, ktoré vyslo 17. marca 1990,
priniesla druhd $tudiu od toho istého autora, ktory pozorne sledoval dia-
nie v spoloc¢nosti v Ceskoslovensku. Svo;mu ¢lanku dal nazov Demokracia
v Ceskoslovensku sa upevriuje. Opisuje v fiom aktfvnu ¢innost opoziéného
hnutia Ob¢ianske férum, ktoré kulo dar ziskanej slobody za hortca. Toto
hnutie svojou aktivitou dosiahlo vymenu komunistickych ¢lenov novej
vlady za nekomunistov. Hnutiu sa nakoniec podarilo presadit aj ambi-
cidznejsie poziadavky, ked sa na najvyssie funkcie v $tate dostali Alexan-
der Dub¢ek a Viclav Havel, symboly demokracie.

Jezuitsky historik Giovanni Rulli nezabudol vykresht ani situdciu Ka-
tolickej cirkvi v Ceskoslovensku. Cituje o¢akavania papeZa Jana Pavla 1L,
ktory sa v aprili 1990 chystal na pastora¢nt navstevu krajiny, po rodnom
Polsku, prvej z bloku satelitov byvalého Sovietskeho zvizu. Tiez cituje
tuzbu novovymenovaného cesko-slovenského prezidenta Vaclava Hav-
la, aby papez navstivil nasu vlast este pred prvymi slobodnymi volbami,
ktoré mali zarucit katolickej cirkvi a jej veriacim trvalt ndbozensku slo-
bodu.

Autor ¢lanku venuje pozornost 3j podielu katolickej cirkvi na rozvoji
kultary nérodov Zijucich na dzemi Ceskoslovenska v minulosti a na zno-
vuziskani slobody a demokracie. Uvadza povzbudenia na modlitbu a vy-
trvalost vo viere, ktoré veriacim a vSetkym ludom dobrej vole u nds pocas
svojho pontifikatu adresoval rimsky biskup.

3 La Civilta Cattolica, ¢. 3353, 1990, s. 449 — 505.
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Casopis La Civilta Cattolica z 19. maja 1990 prinasa dvodnik veno-
vany posolstvu papeza Jana Pavla II. Adresitom je nova, zjednotend a
slobodnd Eurépa. Ide o podrobnu analyzu prejavov pépeza Jana Pavla I1.
pocas jeho kratkej, ale intenzivnej pastoracnej navstevy Ceskoslovenska.
Navsteva trvala dva dni, 21. - 22. aprila 1990, papez navstivil Prahu, Ve-
lehrad a Bratislavu. Historicky vyznam navstevy bol obrovsky. Pod tivod-
nikom nie je meno autora. Mozno predpokladat, ze ho napisal saim $éfre-
daktor a vysledky analyzy odrazaju nazor Svitej stolice. V ¢lanku sa jed-
noznacne konstatuje, ze slova Jana Pavla II. neboli adresované len Ceské-
mu a slovenskému narodu, ale v§etkym narodom Eurépy. Potvrdzuje to
pomerne velky citat prejavu hlavy katolickej cirkvi, ktory odznel na letis-
ku hlavného mesta Slovenska — Bratislavy — pred jeho navratom do Rima.
Péapez sa explicitne obracia na vetky narody nasho kontinentu a kladie si
okrem in¢ho otazky: aka Eurépu chceme a mame vybudovat? Na akom
zéklade a s akym ciefom?*

V tom istom Cisle La Civilta Cattolica nachadzame dalsi ¢lanok o nav-
$teve Jana Pavla II. v Ceskoslovensku: v rubrike Cronaca temporanea —
vita della Chiesa. Il Papa in Cecoslovacchia. Jeho autorom je tiez redaktor
La Civilta Cattolica, jezuitsky historik Giovanni Caprile. Navs§tevu papeza
nazval ,velkym sviatkom viery a duchovnej slobody“> V {lanku opisuje
niektoré etapy jeho cesty: prichod do Prahy; stretnutie v Katedrale sv.
Vita; stretnutie s blskupml Katolickej cirkvi v Cechdch, na Morave a na
Slovensku; svati oms$u na Letnej v Prahe. Giovanni Caprile v prispevku
cituje a zaroven komentuje dolezité myslienky z prihovorov predstavite-
Tov $tatu, katolickej cirkvi a Svitého otca.

V nasledujucom ¢isle v rubrike Cronaca contemporanea - vita della
Chiesa, nachddzame reflexiu nad pastoraénou cestou Jana Pavla II. v Ces-
koslovensku. Nazov ¢lanku znie: Siate benvenuto, Santo Padre tra noi
peccatori. Podtitul vystihuje obsah ¢lanku: papezovu zastavku v Prahe,
na Velehrade a v Bratislave. Clanok je totiz pokracovanim stadie z pred-
chddzajuceho Cisla z pera Giovanniho Caprile. Opisuje v nom zvysné
etapy papezovej pastoracnej cesty: stretnutie s prezidentom republiky
Vaclavom Havlom a predstavitelmi kultary; ekumenické stretnutie; svata
omsu na Velehrade, prichod do Bratislavy, svitii omsu na letisku vo Vaj-
noroch a odlet do Rima. Pozornému historikovi neusli hlavné myslienky
z prejavov papeza, ale aj predstavitelov ¢eskoslovenského $tatu.®

4 La Civilta Cattolica, ¢. 3358, 1990, s. 311 - 334.
5 Tamize,s. 378 — 386.
6 La Civilta Cattolica, . 3359, 1990, s. 480 — 488.
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V dalsom ¢&isle nachddzame dva clanky venované Ceskoslovensku.
Uvodnik s ndzvom Udalosti vychodnej Eurdpy. Podtitul Provokdcia pre
krestanov naznacuje, ¢o je jeho obsahom. Autor sa pokdsa dat odpoved
na dve otazky:

1. Aky je vyznam zmien, ku ktorym doslo v uplynulych Siestich me-
siacoch v strednej a vychodnej Eurdpe z politického, hospodarskeho, ide-
ologického a nabozenského hladiska?

2. Akt novu zodpovednost mé na zaklade tychto zmien Eurdpa, cir-
kev na Vychode a na Zapade?

Odpoved autora tvodnika je hlbokym nacretim do pohnutych dejin
narodov eurépskeho kontinentu rozdelenych Zeleznou oponou, hospo-
dérsky a ideologicky, z pohladu pravdy a viery v Boha. Cirkev vo vychod-
nej Eurdpe prezila neslychané prenasledovanie. Svoju viziu buddcnos-
ti starého kontinentu autor umocnuje citovanim z prejavov papeza Jana
Pavla IL, ktory bol ocitym svedkom najddlezitejsich udalosti v Eurépe.”

V druhom ¢lanku Giovani Rulli hodnoti politicku zrelost parlament-
nych volieb v Ceskoslovensku. Poukazuje v lom na svetlé a tienisté stran-
ky prechodného obdobia, vznik a ciele novych politickych stran, vysledky
volieb a ndstojcivé nové problémy mladej demokracie. Prinasa aj hlas ka-
tolickych biskupov, ktori povzbudili veriacich, aby sa zucastnili na prvych
slobodnych volbach v krajine za poslednych 40 rokov. Je to vlastne kro-
nika spoloc¢enského a politického diania u nas.*

Rok 1989 na strankach L ‘Osservatore Romano®

Vydanie dennika z 30. - 31. oktébra 1989 informovalo o demonstra-
cii v Prahe, ktorej ticastnici sa dozadovali slobody a demokracie. Policia
proti nim tvrdo zasiahla a zatkla pritom 355 demonstrantov.'

Nedelné vydanie dennika z 5. novembra informovalo o tom, Ze §titna
televizia v Leningrade 30. oktébra odvysielala rozhovor s Alexandrom
Dubdekom, vedicim predstavitelom tzv. prazskej jari. Rozhovor sa vzta-

7 La Civilta Cattolica, ¢. 3362, 1990, s. 105 - 117.

La Civilta Cattolica, ¢. 3362, 1990, s. 188 — 195.

9  Na strankach dennika L “Osservatore Romano mozno ndjst informécie o demokratic-
kych zmendich vo vSetkych krajinach byvalého vychodného bloku, satelitov niekdaj-
Sieho Sovietskeho zvizu. Ja som venoval pozornost len informécidm o diani v byva-
lom Ceskoslovensku.

10 L ’Osservatore Romano, 30. — 31. oktdbra 1989, s. 2.

o]
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hoval na udalosti z roku 1968. Dubdek poodhalil viaceré veci zo zakulisia
jeho pokusu o zavedenie socializmu s Tudskou tvarou.'!

L’Osservatore Romano s ddtumom 13. - 14. novembra venoval zvy-
$enu pozornost Ceskoslovensku. Dévodom bola kanonizicia sv. Anez-
ky Ceske] Na tuto slavnost prislo do Rima trindsttisic patnikov zo Slo-
venska, Ciech a Moravy. Ilo o historickd udalost, ktord predznamenala
vazne spolocenské zmeny v krajine. Dennik informoval o ndbozenskej
slavnosti, ale aj o kvase slobody vo vnttri spolo¢nosti u nds."

Nedené vydanie s ditumom 19. november prinieslo spravu o demon-
$tracii v Prahe, pocas ktorej doslo k nésilnym potyckam medzi policiou
a Studentmi. Demonstranti pozadovali demokratické reformy a slobodu.
Sprava obsahovala informdciu o tom, Ze policia niekolko demonstrantov
zatkla, vypocuvala a nakoniec prepustila aj Alexandra Dubdeka. V inom
¢lanku dennika mozno néjst spravu, ze Rumunsko uzavrelo svoje hranic-
né priechody so susednym Madarskom."

_Vydanie z 23. novembra informovalo o rastticom napiti v spolo¢nosti
v Ceskoslovensku. Dva dni po sebe sa na najvicsom prazskom ndmesti
zislo na pokojnu demonstraciu az dvestotisic fudi. To donutilo vteda] Sie-
ho predsedu vlddy Ladislava Adamca zacat viest dial6g s opoziciou.™

Cléanok v denniku, ktory vysiel nasledujtci den, 24. novembra, infor-
muje, Ze Alexander Dubcek ziadal demisiu veducich predstavitelov Ko-
munlstlcke] strany Ceskoslovenska (dalej iba KSC), ktori podporovali in-
vaziu vojsk VarSavskej zmluvy do krajiny v roku 1968."

Informécie o diani v Ceskoslovensku nechybali ani vo Vydamach den-
nika v nasledujucich dnoch. L'Osservatore Romano 25. novembra pise, ze
protest proti rezimu nabera na intenzite v Prahe, ale aj v Bratislave, kde
sa k demonstrujucim prihovoril Dubéek. Policia z bezpecnostnych do-
vodov obsadila budovu $titnej televizie. Predstavitelia armddy vyjadrili
svoju podporu vlade.'¢

V nedelu 26. novembra vatikansky dennik informoval, ze na ¢elo Ko-
munistickej strany Ceskoslovenska bol zvoleny Karel Urbének. Alexan-
der Dubcek mohol po 21 rokoch prehovorit na verejnosti k ti¢astnikom
demonstracie v Prahe.”

11 L’Osservatore Romano, 5. 11. 1989, s. 2.

12 L’Osservatore Romano, 13. — 14. 11. 1989,s. 1,5, 7.
13 L ’Osservatore Romano, 19. 11. 1989, s. 1.

14 L’Osservatore Romano, 23. 11. 1989, s. 1.

15 L’Osservatore Romano, 24. 11. 1989, s. 1.

16 L ’Osservatore Romano, 25. 11. 1989, s. 1.

17 L’Osservatore Romano, 26. 11. 1989, s. 1.
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Vydanie z 27. - 28. novembra informuje, Ze opozicia v Ceskosloven-
sku vyzvala obyvatelov krajiny na $trajk, aby dondtila predstavitelov ko-
munistickej strany uskuto¢nit demokratické reformy.*

Nasledujuci den, 29. novembra, dennik informoval, Ze na vyzvu opo-
zicie sa do Strajku zapojili statisice fudi v celej krajine. Predseda vlady
v Prahe preto zacal rozhovory s predstavitelmi hnuti Obdcianske férum
a Verejnost proti nasiliu."

30. novembra dennik v reportazi o Ceskoslovensku uvadza, ze pred-
seda ceskoslovenskej vlady akceptoval niektoré poziadavky opozicie:
zrieknutie sa vedudcej tlohy KSC, vyucovama marx1st1cke] ideolégie na
skolach atd. Demisiu Gustava Husdka, nové volby a iné poziadavky vSak
odmietol.*

Vydanie z 1. decembra informuje o uspechu opozicie, ktord po celej
krajine organizovala $trajky. Vlada prijala navrh, aby sa do roka usku-
to¢nili prvé slobodné a demokratické volby. K pokroku doslo aj v otazke
rehabilitdcie prenasledovanych exponentov tzv. prazske;j jari.?!

Dna 2. decembra dennik v ¢lanku prinasa spravu o rozhodnuti praz-
skej vlady a ze pre obyvatelov krajiny otvori hranice so susednym Ra-
kiskom, e odstrani Zeleznd oponu. Hranice Ceskoslovenska s Ra-
kaskom mali dizku 573 kilometrov. To isté vydanie 1nf0rmu]e 0 navste-
ve Michaila Gorbacova vo Vatikane a o jeho stretnuti s papezom Janom
Pavlom II. I8lo o neklamny znak, Ze ¢as na zmeny v spolo¢nosti na sta-
rom kontinente dozrel.”

Vydanie dennika 4. - 5. decembra prinasa odmietavu reakciu hnuti
Obdianske férum a Verejnost proti nasiliu na nova vladu. Zostavil ju jej
predseda Ladislav Adamec a tvorili ju va¢Sinou ¢lenovia komunistickej
strany (vlada 15 : 5). Hnutia vyzvali [udi, aby pokracovali v $trajku.”

O pokracovani verejnych protestov proti vlade v Prahe informuje aj
vydanie vatikdnskeho dennika 6. decembra.**

Dna 7. decembra dennik svojich itatelov informuje, ze Praha oficial-
ne rehabilitovala asi 500 000 ¢lenov komunistickej strany, ktorych z nej
vyldcila v roku 1968.%

18 L ’Osservatore Romano, 27. — 28.11. 1989, s. 1.
19 L Osservatore Romano, 29. 11. 1989, s. 1.

20 L’Osservatore Romano, 30. 11. 1989, s. 1.

21 L’Osservatore Romano, 1. 12. 1989, s. 1.

22 L’Osservatore Romano, 2. 12. 1989, s. 1.

23 L’Osservatore Romano, 4. — 5. 12. 1989, s. 1.
24 L’Osservatore Romano, 6. 12. 1989, s. 1.

25 L’Osservatore Romano, 7. 12. 1989, s. 1.
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Tlak verejnosti na prazskd vladu sa stupnuje. Predseda vlady Adamec
akceptoval dalsie poziadavky opozicie. Je pripraveny vytvorit nova vladu,
spolo¢ne s predstavitelmi opozicie. O tom pise vydanie L "Osservatore Ro-
mano 8. decembra.*

Rozhovory prazskej vlady s opoziciou priniesli svoje ovocie. Vsetko
smeruje k vytvoremu vlddy narodného porozumenia. Uvahy o novych
moznostiach prinasa vydanie dennika 9. - 10. decembra.”

Dna 11. - 12. decembra dennik informuje o demisii prezidenta repub-
liky Gustava Husdka a o vytvoreni novej vlady, ktorej 11 ministri uz nie
st ¢lenmi komunistickej strany. Predsedom vlady sa vSak stal komunista
Marian Calfa.”

Opozicia a vldda v Prahe sa dohodli, Ze nového prezidenta republiky
zvoli parlament. O tomto rozhodnuti aj o inych informuje vydanie vati-
kanskeho dennika 15. decembra.®

L Osservatore Romano 29. decembra Citatelov informuje, Ze 30 kilometrov
drdtenych zataras na hraniciach so susednym Rakuskom, tzv. Zeleznej opo-
ny, bolo odstranenych. Stalo sa tak blizko Rusoviec a Devinskej Novej Vsi.
Uvadza aj, ze dva sovietske denniky Izvestia a Sovietskaja Rossija publikovali
rozhovory s Vaclavom Havlom a Zdenikom Mlynéfom o situdcii u nds.*

Nasledujuci den, 30. decembra, dennik venuje pozornost novinkam
z Prahy. Budtcnost krajiny sa dostéva do novych rik: Véclav Havel bol
zvoleny za prezidenta Ceskoslovenska, Alexander Dubcek za predsedu
parlamentu.®!

Posledné vydanie vatikdnskeho dennika v roku 1989, 31. decembra,
prinasa texty blahopriania predstavitelov vlad z celého sveta k zvoleniu
Vaclava Havla do uradu ¢eskoslovenského prezidenta.®

Rok 1989 na vinach Radia Vatikdn

Na rozdiel od dvojtyzdennika La Civilta Cattolica a dennika L ‘Osser-
vatore Romano, Vatikdnsky rozhlas (dalej iba VR) aj vdaka slovenskej re-
dakcii monitoroval a pontkal viac informacii o situdcii v Ceskosloven-

26 L Osservatore Romano, 8. 12. 1989, s. 2.

27 L’Osservatore Romano, 9. — 10. 12. 1989, s. 2.
28 L Osservatore Romano, 11. — 12. 12. 1989, s. 1.
29 L’Osservatore Romano, 15.12. 1989, s. 1.

30 L’ Osservatore Romano, 29. 12. 1989, s. 1.

31 L’ Osservatore Romano, 30. 12. 1989, s. 1.

32 L’ Osservatore Romano, 31. 12. 1989, s. 1.
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sku. Vo vysielan{ z 23. septembra 1989 odznel list slovenskej spisovatel-
ky Hany Ponickej plny solidarity voci piatim zatknutym slovenskym disi-
dentom na Cele s Janom Carnogurskym.

~Zdd sa, Ze zavial vietor obnovy aj do Ceskoslovenska, kde doteraz vid-
dla najsilnejsia opozicia k zmendm sposobenym vo vychodnom bloku v dé-
sledku tzv. perestrojky. Tak komentoval slovensky program VR rozhovor
predsedu Ceskoslovenskej vlady Ladislava Adamca. Ten sa vyjadril za pre-
hodnotenie tzv. prazskej jari a jej iniciatora Alexandra Dubceka.”

S ciefom dosiahnut prepustenie zatknutych obrancov Iudskych a nd-
bozenskych prav vznikol na Slovensku vybor za ich oslobodenie. Nedo-
drziavanie zékladnych Tudskych prav prazskym rezimom zacali otvorene
kritizovat predstavitelia USA, informoval VR >

»INové generdcie nemajii strach pred vodnymi delami a obuskami,” po-
vedal v rozhovore pre dennik Corriere della Sera Viclav Slavik, tajom-
nik Ustredného vyboru KSC z roku 1968. ,,Vidda politikou potldcania sa
usiluje ziskat Cas, ale onedlho bude niitend nadviazat dialdg s robotnikmi
a intelektudlmi, Ci to chce alebo nie. Premeny v Polsku a Madarsku st vel-
mi rychle a hlboké, takZe Ceskoslovensko moze tieZ dufat, Ze nebude dlho
Cakat na zmeny. V krajine badat znacné ndbozenské ozZivenie,“ komentuje
udalosti u nds VR.*

VR vo vysielani 4. novembra priniesol podrobnt informaciu o tom,
ze leningradskd televizia 30. oktébra odvysielala dokumentarny film
o udalostiach v roku 1968 spolu s rozhovorom s Dubéekom. Rozhovor
bol natoceny v jeho bratislavskom byte. Dubéek v nom sovietskym po-
sluchd¢om pripomenul, ako bol zatknuty a odvleceny do Moskvy, ako bol
v jeho pritomnosti jeden muz v budove UV zavrazdeny, ako vytrhli tele-
fonny kabel, ked sa pokasal telefonicky volat o pomoc, ako mu nasadili
¢ierne okuliare, aby ho nebolo mozno rozpoznat, ked ho odvédzala tajna
bezpecnost, atd.

Dna 13. novembra sa v Aule Pavla VI. vo Vatikdne konala generdlna
audiencia pre putnikov z celého sveta. VR v ten den odvysielal pozdrav
Jana Pavla II. adresovany putnikom zo Slovenska. Okrem iného im pove-
dal: ,,Viera viedla Vasich predkov od samych zaciatkov Vasich krestanskych
a kultirnych dejin a pomdhala im prekonat vsetky tiskalia a tazkosti. Viera
je aj pre sticasné slovenské generdcie svetlom, ¢o ukazuje vychod z tunela la-
hostajnosti a nevery. Viera je sila, ktord doddva odvahu a pomdha vytrvat.”

33 Archiv Slovenskej redakcie (dalej SR) VR, 23. 10. 1989.
34 Archiv SR VR, 26. 10. 1989.
35 Archiv SRVR, 29. 10. 1989.
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Péapez vtedy vyslovil nadej, Ze kanonizacia Anezky Ceskej, vymenovanie
novych biskupov a povolenie Zenskym reholnym kongregécidm prijimat
novicky, je predzvestou lepseJ buddcnosti pre veriacich v Ceskoslovensku.

Znakom procesu zmien, ktoré sa zacali v roku 1989, bol aj obsah roz-
hovoru s biskupom Janom Chryzostomom Korcom. VR ho vysielal 15. no-
vembra. Tykal sa vymenovania Jana Sokola za trnavského arcibiskupa a od
roku 1968 prvého vystupenia tajne vysvitené¢ho biskupa Korca na verejnos-
ti.

~Sme svedkami historickych premien, ktoré sa v tychto drioch odohrd-
vaju v socialistickych krajindch vychodnej Eurdpy: otvorila sa Zeleznd opo-
na; zrutil sa Berlinsky mur; vodca polskej Solidarnoszczi Lech Walesa na
pode USA povedal, Ze Polsko sa uz nikdy nevrdti spit; Madarsko odmietlo
priviastok socialistické a poziadalo o clenstvo v Eurdpskej rade; v Bulharsku
novy vodca Petar Mladenov slubil slobodné volby; Helmut Kohl sa vyjadril,
Ze socializmus zlyhal nielen v Nemeckej demokratickej republike, ale na
celom svete. A Ceskoslovensko? To sa izoluje od ostatného sveta a pokracuje
nadalej - ako sa to ukdzalo v Prahe a Bratislave minuly piatok - policajny-
mi obuskami a bitim do krvi potldcat svojich obcanov, ktori sa domdhaju
slobody a demokracie,“ tak opisal situaciu v nasej vlasti VR vo vysielani
18. novembra 1989.

O tri dni neskér, 21. novembra, VR informoval o vyvrcholeni Trnavskej
novény, ktora sa vyznacovala dobrou organiziciou a rekordnou ucastou,
hlavne z radov stredoskolskej a ucnovskej mladeze. ,,Mladi ludia,“ uvie-
dla rakaska tlacova agentdra Kathpress, ,,vy]adrzlz svoju solidaritu s kazdym
obcanom Ceskoslovenska, proti ktorému orgdny bezpelnosti pouzzlz ndsilie
pocas minulych demonstrdcii v Prahe. Solidarita so vietkymi, ktori uz nechcu
dalej Zit v klamstve a ktori sa zasadzuju za slobodu a spravodlivost, je lud-
skou a krestanskou povinnostou,“ zdoraznili vo svojom vyhlaseni.

Nasledujuci den, 22. novembra, VR odvysielal vyhldsenie prazského
arcibiskupa kardinala Frantiska Toméska obyvatefom Ceskoslovenska.
Vo vyhlaseni sa pripaja k mohutnému protestu proti bezpraviu, pacha-
nom na obyvateloch krajiny uz $tyri desatrocia. Vetkych, ale najma ve-
riacich vyzyva, aby v tejto historickej a osudovej chvili neostali bokom.
Tomasek podpisal svoje vyhlasenie 21. novembra 1989. V ten den si ho
vypoculo dvestotisic demonstrantov na Vaclavskom namesti. T{ uz piaty
den po sebe pokracovali v nendsilnej manifestacii, ktora donutila vladu
rokovat s opoziciou.

K $trajku prazskych $tudentov sa od 20. novembra pridali aj Studenti
vysokych $kdl v Bratislave, herci Slovenského narodného divadla a dalsi.
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Pred budovou Justi¢éného paldca, kde prebiehal sidny proces s aktivistom
za Tudské a nabozenské prava Janom Carnogurskym, sa zislo do pittisic
os0b. Podpisali peticiu, ktorou od prezidenta republiky Gustava Husaka
ziadali zastavenie sudu a jeho prepustenie na slobodu.

Trnavsky arcibiskup Jan Sokol vydal 22. novembra vyhlasenie, ktoré
VR vysielal 23. novembra. Je adresované vsetkym fudom dobrej vole. Vy-
zyva na pokojné rieSenie problémov, ktoré sa nahromadili za poslednych
40 rokov. Odsudil hrubé nésilie bezpe¢nostnych zloziek proti pokojami-
lovnym veriacim 25. marca 1988.

Vysielanie 25. novembra prinieslo obsah listu, ktory bohoslovci jediné-
ho knazského semindra na Slovensku poslali arcibiskupovi Sokolovi, kna-
zom rimskokatolickej cirkvi a Ministerstvu kultdry Slovenskej socialistic-
kej republiky; dalej odpoved arcibiskupa Sokola posluchacom Cyrilome-
todskej bohosloveckej fakulty v Bratislave a dvanastbodov peticiu ziadosti
posluchdcov spominane;j fakulty adresovanu arcibiskupovi Sokolovi.

O prepusteni Dr. Jana Carnogurského, aktivistu za nabozenské a ob-
Cianske prava, ku ktorému doslo pod tlakom verejnosti 24. novembra, VR
informoval 29. novembra. V tom istom vysielani odznel aj rozhovor s do-
pisovatefom VR z Prahy Janom Molikom na tému Cirkev a sucasny svet.
Molik v rozhovore predstavil opozi¢né hnutia: Obcianske férum a Verej-
nost proti nésiliu. Konstatoval, Ze vo vyhlaseniach tychto hnuti chybaju
stanoviska k poziadavkam cirkvi a veriacich, k poziadavkam prav cirkev-
nych institacii. Predpokladal vznik novych politickych stran s krestan-
sko-demokratickym programom. RieSenie problémov katolickej cirkvi
vSak ocCakava az po stabilizacii demokracie.

Kedze dve generacie obyvatelov Slovenska pravdepodobne nikdy ne-
poculi ani necitali o tom, ako v praxi vyzeral zékladny postoj mladého
socialistického $tatu k cirkevnej politike, VR 30. novembra odvysielal
zasadné kroky prazskej komunistickej vlady vodi katolickej cirkvi a jej
instituciam po nastupe k moci, po¢nuc 20. jinom 1949.

O tom, ¢o je potrebné revidovat a ¢o sa ma stat predmetom verejnej
diskusie v demokratickej spolo¢nosti, dobre vedia jednoduchi veriaci. T{
svoje poziadavky vyjadrili v podpisovej akcii s 31 bodmi. Akciu podpisa-
lo sedemstotisic veriacich. I$lo o najvicsiu podpisovi akciu v socialistic-
kych krajinach. Veriaci svojou peticiou kardindlovi Toméskovi dali man-
dat viest dialog s predstavitelmi komunistickej vlady.

Dna 1. decembra 1989 papez Jan Pavol II. prijal na audiencii vo Vati-
kane Michaila Gorbacova. VR 2. decembra informoval o obsahu rozho-
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vorov a stretnutie oznacil za historické a prelomové, za zaciatok nového
dial6gu a novych vztahov medzi bastou ateizmu a katolickou cirkvou.

Knazi katolickej cirkvi konkretizuji svoje poziadavky do Programo-
vého vyhldsenia kiiazov Slovenska, pod ktoré sa podpisal Jan Sokol, tr-
navsky arcibiskup a metropolita Slovenska. VR ich vyhldsenie vysielal 6.
decembra.

Vysielanie 7. decembra informuje o zalozeni a cieloch zdruZzenia Ve-
rejnost proti nasiliu (dalej iba VPN). Zdruzenie VPN bolo zalozené 20.
novembra 1989. Prinieslo tieZ spravu zo zasadania Zviazu slovenskych
spisovatelov. Slovenski spisovatelia sa vyjadruju za vytvorenie takého
ustavného a pravneho poriadku, ktory by zarudil zakladné demokratické
principy fungovania nasho $tatu, jeho politickych, obcianskych, ekono-
mickych, socidlnych a ndbozenskych slobod.

Dna 10. decembra VR vysielal preklad stadie talianskeho jezuitského
historika Giuseppe De Rosu, ktort uverejnil mesacnik Jesus.*® Jej ndzov
znie Komunizmus, posledné ndboZenstvo. Autor v nom identifikuje poli-
ticky, socidlny a hospodarsky tipadok komunistickej ideologie.

Dr. Jan Carnogursky sa stal podpredsedom novej federdlnej vlady
v Prahe. VR 11. decembra priniesol rozhovor, ktory tento byvaly disident
poskytol talianskemu denniku Il Tempo. Vykresluje v iom obraz politic-
kych pradov v Ceskoslovensku.

Predstavitelia muzskych reholnych kongregacii na Slovensku tlmocili
svoje poziadavky arcibiskupovi Sokolovi. Poziadavky st zhrnuté do 6s-
mich bodov.

Velmi dolezita tlohu laikov v Zivote katolickej cirkvi pocas 40 rokov
prenasledovania priblizil VR v rozhovore s jednym z veducich predstavi-
telov laikov MUDr. Silvestrom Krémérym vo vysielani 21. decembra.

VR 28. decembra odvysielal programové vyhldsenie zdruzenia Verej-
nost proti nasiliu a Koordina¢ného vyboru slovenskych vysokoskolakov
z 25. novembra 1989. Tiez priblizil atmosféru v kostoloch Slovenska po-
¢as prvych slobodnych oslav viano¢nych sviatkov.

Zadver

Rok 1989 sa zapisal do eurdpskej histérie ako rok vitazstva ujarme-
nych narodov strednej a vychodnej Eur6py nad komunizmom. Po rokoch
neopisatelnych krivd, utldcania a 1zi sa postupne zacal rozpadavat kolos,
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spocivajici na marxisticko-leninskej ideoldgii. T4 vieru v Boha nahradila
tzv. vedeckym ateistickym svetondzorom a pravdu lzou.

Mnohi sa aj dnes pytaju: kto vyvolal pad komunistickej spolo¢nosti?

Azda Gorbacov? Alebo prvy slovansky papez Jan Pavol I1.2 Alebo Iu-
dia, ktori ani v neludskom ateistickom systéme nestratili vieru v Boha
a nadej vo vitazstvo pravdy? Na vsetky tri otazky mozno odpovedat klad-
ne. Je ale spravne dodat, Ze histéria ndm s odstupom ¢asu poskytne objek-
tivnu, pravdiva odpoved. Mozno aj my pochopime, ze napriek fudskym
vplyvom tu bolo este Cosi tajuplné. Bozia prozretelnost.

V roku 1989 zavial prudky vietor slobody. Bol taky silny, Ze padli muiry.
Ostdvajii ale priekopy, ktoré treba vyplnit. (Francesco Cossiga)

Treba prekonat dedicstvo 40 rokov, ktoré sposobilo, Ze nasa spolocnost je
az smrtelne chord. (Vaclav Havel)

Rok 1989 bol rokom slobody. Nasledujuci rok k ndm zavital papez Jan
Pavol II. Prisiel a pontikol nam, ¢im mézeme zaplnit priekopy: JeziSom
Kristom! Bozou pravdou, ktora je kvasom pre spolo¢nost.

Summary

The author of the study focused on the issue of media in the Vatican and
how they reported about the change of regime in Czechoslovakia. He deals
not only with print media like La Civiltd Cattolica and daily L'Osservatore
Romano, but also broadcast Radio Vaticana as well. All examined Vati-
can media reflected the events happening in Eastern Europe (not only
in Czechoslovakia, but also in Hungary and Poland). La Civiltd Cattolica
yield detailed informations on events in Czechoslovakia until 1990, along
with the political context of matters also analyzed the situation and status
of churches. This journal was devoted to events in Czechoslovakia in de-
tail until the elections in June 1990, including information on the visit of
Pope John Paul II. More details about the Velvet Revolution in Czechoslo-
vakia brought the daily L'Osservatore Romano. It brought the news of the
strike or creation of the opposition movements Public Against Violence
and Civic Forum as well. Both newspapers closely followed the events
in Czechoslovakia until the end of the year and recorded all important
breakthroughs in the Czechoslovak political scene. But the most infor-
mations about the Velvet Revolution among the monitoring media was
covered Radio Vatican, especially and thanks to the Slovak section. This
closely monitored the activities of church leaders and Catholic-based dis-
sidents during the Velvet revolution and all important political acts.






